
parts), extracts of licorice and nux vomica, powdered
opium, compound spirits of ether, spirits of nitrous
ether, whisky, tincture of iodin, syrup, tincture of
opium, mercurial ointment, white and red wine.
On the selfish basis of professional success, on the

sacred basis of the care of human life, with all that
its loss means, let us see to it that our medicines are
as pure and capable for the combatting of disease as
are the appliances used by the surgeon, who is better
off in that he can watch their affects every second and
see the area he is operating upon.

THE COMING WAR IN CUBA.
The all-absorbing topic of the week among all

classes of people is the question of war. Naturally
the physicians are as much interested as any particu-
lar class, and much speculation is being indulged in,
especially by medical officers of the National Guard,
as to the climate of Cuba with reference to service on
that island.
In regard to the danger from yellow fever, it is

proper to say that the Surgeon-General of the Army,
Surgeon-General Sternberg, is probably as familiar
with the conditions as any one in the United States,
and it is safe to trust his advice in all those matters.
It is, however, not out of place to state that the island
is a mountainous one, and if the troops are kept out
of the cities as far as possible there will be but little
danger of contracting yellow fever.
The boiling of all water the exact composition of

which is unknown, is imperative. Besides this, a

handy individual pocket filter can be improvised by
using a soft rubber funnel provided with a tube; in¬
side of the rubber funnel place one or two layers, as
may be desired, of filtering paper (a small package
of which should be provided in each knapsack, to be
used sparingly as the occasion requires), hold the fun¬
nel high, and pour the water through it into the can¬
teen. When not in use the funnel is rolled up and
put in any handy pocket, or the haversack.
In regard to the general hospital and field hospitals,

there is no tropical country which affords more sites
for general hospitals in the mountains than the
Island of Cuba, and the fatuity of the Spaniards in
placing so many sick soldiers in the infected military
hospital on the shore of the stagnant arm of the Bay
of Havana, is a melancholy spectacle of incompetent
administration. Even at Mariano, but a few miles
from Havana, it is well known that yellow fever is in¬
frequent, and it is vastly more healthy than the city.
The mountain range of Cuba extends along the whole
island, commencing with the sharp peak Pico Turquino
8240 feet high, and extending as a backbone along the
island. The hills near Matanzas rise to an elevation of
nearly 1200 to 1300 feet, and there is no question that
the interior of the Island of Cuba is as healthy as any
country in the tropics. If proper precautions be

taken, there is no question but immunity from yellow
fever can be secured by the rigid observation of
sanitary regulations, and prompt isolation of any
infected case among the troops that may arise through
carelessness or faulty hygiene.

MILITARY SURGEONS.
The meeting of theMilitary Surgeons at Kansas City

in May next may be interfered with owing to the fact
that so many of the officers will be otherwise engaged
than attending medical conventions. The same
reasons interfere with the meeting of the American
Surgical Association at New Orleans this week, but
to a less degree.

The Serum Treatment of Tuberculosis.
St. Louis, Mo., April 11, 1898.

To the Editor:\p=m-\InDr. Waxham's letter on the above sub-
ject in your issue of April 9, Dr. Waxham asks, and the ques-
tion is a fair one, why no criticism was made on the reports of
the serum treatment in two papers in your issue of February
5, "in which sixteen cases were reported, of which fourteen
were chronic cases, having existed from one to eleven years,"
and suggests that it may have been because those reports
were more favorable.
It has been the practice of Messrs. Jno. T. Milliken & Co.,

on receiving first applications for serum, to caution the pros-
pective users as to the limits within which claim is made for
its usefulness. Dr. Waxham was himself so cautioned, for I
find in my letter to him of Nov. 13, 1897, the following words :

"Of course I need hardly say that its chief use lies in the early
stages of tuberculosis. It can scarcely be expected to renovate
organs which are in a state of absolute structural disorganiza¬
tion." To a man of Dr. Waxham's professional standing any
more explicit statement seemed uncalled for.
That being the rule, there was no occasion to criticize the

reports of February 5, towhich Dr. Waxham refers ; nor would
any criticism have been called for upon Dr. Waxham's report,
had he not made the assertion therein that "the cases reported
would seem to be fair ones with which to judge the value of
the treatment." In regard to the claims made for antiphthisic
serum, that statement left no alternative but to combat it. . .

Dr. Waxham is, no doubt unintentionally, scarcely fair when
he says that Dr. Millican "decides" that all, except possibly
one or two cases, were cases of mixed infections. My words
were : "It is a fair inference from the clinical reports, notwith¬
standing the absence of temperature records, that there was
mixed infections, etc."
It is neither "proven" nor "admitted" that the serum treat¬

ment is a "failure" in long-standing chronic cases of tubercu¬
losis. There are many such on record as either cured or mark¬
edly improved thereby, some of which are recorded in the two
papers of February 5 referred to. At the same time they are
at present regarded as exceptional, and the caution is given
that good results ought not to be anticipated in such cases.
The question is one of degree, and only to be solved by cum¬
ulative evidence of which Dr. Waxham's report will ulti¬
mately form part.
Dr. Waxham tells us that "Early cases invariably recover."
If that be so, where do the chronic cases come from? . . .

Dr. Waxham's concluding advice is certainly sound. The
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